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Michael Pierce
Photographer, Creative Services

▶ Background in advertising and design

▶ Freelance photographer with a wide variety of clients

▶ Photographer at Clarkson Creative assigned to the 
Colorado Rockies (MLB)

▶ Lead photographer for Los Alamos National Lab

▶ University photographer at S&T
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Overview
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S&T’s Photoshelter

Requesting photos

Selecting photos

Understanding your audience and medium

Creating a story 

Things to look for and things to avoid

Q & A



S&T’s Photoshelter
https://photos.mst.edu

▶ SSO login 
▶ Searching for photos
▶ Exploring galleries
▶ Workspaces with designers
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Requesting Photos
https://marketing.mst.edu/photos/

▶ What qualifies for a request?

▶ Filling out the request form

▶ Logistics and expectations – Project X

▶ Thinking ahead
• Making vs. taking photos

• Example: Hands-on undergrad research photography vs. poster sessions
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Selecting Photos with Strategy
▶ What’s the purpose of using 

photos?

▶ Who is your audience?

▶ What do you want to show them?

▶ What emotions do you want 
them to have?

▶ A sentence or a story?
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▶ Future students
▶ Current students

▶ Parents or family
▶ Researchers/academia/industry

▶ Alumni
▶ Faculty and staff

Understanding Your Audience
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Understanding Your Medium
▶ Print, screen, mobile, banner, other
▶ Size and scale of medium

▶ Viewing time and attention span
▶ Filling the frame vs. negative space
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Engaging Your Audience
▶ Mobile, screen or physical
▶ Time and attention span

▶ Interesting or dynamic
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Single or multiple images?
▶ Is it representative of your 

subject/story/intention?

▶ If multiple images, do they relate?
• Subject

• Style

• Color, lighting, scale
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Example selection situation

Dr. Convertine
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Dr. Bai Dr. Kim

News story about patents at S&T
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Things to avoid
▶ Bad expressions
▶ Clutter
▶ Wrong subject or subject matter
▶ Soft focus, unintentional blur
▶ Backs of people
▶ Subjects that are alone –

campus images
▶ "Dutch angle"
▶ Background, background, 

background
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Things to look for
▶ Dynamic
▶ Collaboration
▶ Engaging
▶ Expression
▶ Intent of photo
▶ Authentic
▶ Background, background, 

background
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A sentence or a story?
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Examples of our direction
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Thank you
Q&A
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Michael Pierce
bmpierce@mst.edu

Janessa Buchely
chasteenj@mst.edu


